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📰 Texas Council FFI

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

As fall draws to a close and winter approaches, the 
Texas Council wishes each of you a joyful holiday 
season. This is a wonderful time of year, with 
special moments with family, and we hope you 
also find moments to enjoy fly fishing or spend 
time at the tying bench preparing for the spring 
white bass run. For those fortunate enough to live 
near the coast—keep fishing!

Trout season is the highlight of winter, and this 
year’s outlook is excellent. While we will miss 
Troutfest this season, we deeply appreciate your 
continued support of the Hill Country Relief 
Efforts. There is still so much work to be done, 
and our hearts go out to families spending the 
holidays grieving the loss of loved ones. Please 
know that our thoughts and prayers are with you.

As the year ends, many of us reflect on the past—
good times, challenges, fish caught and fish lost. 
We think about trips taken and dream about those 
still to come. Reflection often brings clarity on 
what we accomplished and what remains ahead. 
For the Council, 2025 was a year of rebuilding and 
planning. We reviewed goals and set new ones for 
2026, always seeking ways to better support you, 
our clubs, and the fly fishing community across 

Texas. We are excited to share that we are close to 
filling all board positions for the coming year. A 
full board will help us align with our mission and 
achieve the goals we’ve set.

Finally, we want to say a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who volunteered in any capacity this 
past year. Especially for the Board members, 
that served this past year with us. As a nonprofit 
organization, we rely on volunteers to make 
everything possible. Without you, there is no us—
and no thriving clubs in the great state of Texas. 
That being said, we always need more hands to 
keep things moving forward in 2026 and beyond. 
Please consider volunteering at any level. Your 
time and effort make a real difference.

Wishing you tight lines and a wonderful holiday 
season,

Texas Council Leadership

The Texas
Line & Leader



To all Texas Council members, and followers, 

We would like to invite you to join Fly Fishers International, 
or renew your membership with Fly Fishers International. The 
Texas Council and FFI are actively working on projects for the 
benefit of Fly Fishing, Conservation and Education. The Texas 
Council clubs hosted Fly Casting Skills Development events 
across the state this summer. More information about these 
events, information will be sent to FFI members by email as 
well as posted on the Texas Council Facebook page. 

The Texas Council is also partnering with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife on fishery issues across the state, and began working 
on conservation projects in your area. Your Texas Council will 
also support other organizations in our council area that are 
aligned with similar objectives as our own. 

As a member of Fly Fishers International you have access 
to a wealth of information on the FFI website to improve 
your fly fishing experience. In addition, in 2025, Fly Fishers 
International hosted their national expo, FlyFest on September 
26th and 27th in Grand Rapids, MI. This event had numerous 
resources for fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying and more for the 
whole family. 

I hope you will support the efforts of Fly Fishers International 
and your Texas Council by joining or renewing your 
membership today. 

You can renew your membership at the link below. 
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Support-FFI/Join-
Renew/Join

"FLY TYING FOR ALL FISH, ALL 
WATERS" BOOK RELEASE
Now available for purchase! The Fly Tying Group of Fly Fishers 

International is proud to announce 
that their new book is out and 
available for purchase with shipping 
anticipated next month. "Fly Tying 
for All Fish, All Waters" is a hard 
cover, 350-page book, packed with 
high quality photos and articles 
from some of the finest fly tiers 
in the world. All profits from the 
sale of the book will benefit the 
further development of the Buszek 
Memorial Fly Tying Library of Fly 
Fishers International. This library 

is the online resource where educational and instructional 
materials created by recipients of FFI’s Buz Buszek Memorial 
Fly Tying Award are memorialized and available to all. In 
September of 2024 tiers from across the nation, and beyond, 
gathered for an annual rendezvous in Dallas, Texas, to share 
their favorite patterns. Many of those are featured in this book. 
Not only does it include instructions on how to tie some of their 
patterns, but also their history and tips on how to fish them. A 
“Looking Back” chapter features tiers from past FFF conclaves 
(fly fishing festivals) of thirty years. Famed tiers such as Wayne 
Luallen, Craig Mathews, Bruce Staples, Scott Sanchez, Masao 
Sakaguchi, and Al & Gretchen Beatty revisit their patterns 
and experiences. Another segment of the book shows how 
to improve your skills in “How can I become a Better Tier?” 
Articles and photos that will take your tying to the next level 
from Hans Van Klinken, Charlie Craven, Skip Morris, Dave 
Whitlock, Craig Mathews, Al Ritt, Kelly Galloup, Jerry Coviello 
and more. The book is available for purchase on the FFI website. 

LSFF BACHELORETTE PARTY 2025
Bachelorette Party on the Fly (Fishing-That is)

The trend in bachelor and bachelorette parties has taken a turn 
in recent times from the usual wine and dine at some nice and 
pricy venue to those with a completely different venue and 
theme,  especially those with an outdoor twist.  This is the story 
of one that involved a fly fishing club in East Texas, the Lone 
Star Fly Fishers,  and a bridal party scattered over hundreds of 
miles.

It all started when David Hudnall, president and contact point 
on the club’s website,  received an inquiry from Kailee Coward 
of Waco, TX,  sister  and maid of honor  to the bride-to-be, 
Grace Coward.  Kailee was on the hunt for something different: 
a bachelorette weekend that combined  learning, laughter, and 
a lot of adventure.  Since Grace had dabbled in fly fishing years 
before, Kailee decided to reach out to Lone Star Fly Fishers 
(LSFF)in Tyler, Texas after reading about the club's mission 
to grow the sport through educations and participation.   
Other members of the bridal party in total agreement were 
bridesmaids Bailey Morris, Ashley Solomon, Gabby Sherwood, 
Ashley Wood, and Ashlee Buell.

David saw an opportunity to combine educational outreach 
with a group of enthusiastic newcomers who would enjoy 
the adventure while etching a lasting memory on their lives.  
Several phone calls later the event was set up for a Saturday in 
September.  The destination was a club member’s east Texas 
ranch which had a large pond stocked with large mouth bass 
and copper-nose bream.  

JOIN FFI

https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Support-FFI/Join-Renew/Join 
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Support-FFI/Join-Renew/Join 
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Product/fly-tying-for-all-fish-all-waters


After early morning introductions and breakfast at a local 
diner, the group departed for the ranch only a few miles away.  
After setting up a sun canopy, chairs, fly fishing gear and icing 
down dehydration drinks, everyone was ready to  learn about 
fly fishing. Several LSFF members are Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department certified fly fishing instructors, so the first part of 
the day was an introduction to the sport using the TPWD’s Fly 
Fishing 101 handbook.  After that a brief look at entomology 
gave the girls an idea of what the soon to be shown flies were 
meant to imitate.

LSFF casting instructors stepped up next and the girls were 
eager learners.  Proper rod rigging of club supplied  gear and 
the fundamental mechanics of the fly cast from the instructors 
resulted in a group of excited young ladies.  Perhaps females 
take to instruction better than their counterpart males as soon 
all were proficient enough to introduce them to the water and 
fish.  Each girl was presented an assortment of flies tied by LSFF 
members at our monthly Tyin’ Tuesday instructional event.  Fly 
selections were made and the proper knot taught and just like 
that the pond was greeted by seven beautiful new fly fishers.

Unlike so many first fishing trips, all of the girls caught at least 
one fish on the fly (many for the very first time in their lives!).  
After the fishing wrapped up, the ranch owner offered a glimpse 
into the broader world of fly fishing such as comparing pond 
fishing to the thrill of wading a cold mountain stream.  The 
conversation struck a chord: one bridesmaid from Estes Park, 
Colorado, couldn't wait to take her new skills back home.  Two 
others, based in the Texas Hill Country, were already eyeing 
the Guadalupe River, America's southernmost trout fishery, for 
their next adventure.

What started as an internet search for fly fishing instruction 
and application resulted in new friendships, an introduction to 
the great sport of fly fishing, and lasting memories for both the 
group of young ladies and members of Lone Star Fly Fishers.
 
For the members of the Lone Star Fly Fishers, it was another 
reminder of why they do what they do--sharing their love of the 
sport, the outdoors, and God's "piscatorial creation."  And for 
Grace and her bridesmaids?  A bachelorette party they'll never  
forget--proof that most times, the best memories are made 
through adventure.

LSFF BACHELORETTE PARTY 2025- CONT.



Trout will rarely take a fly presented with drag.  Why?  Trout 
know that real bugs travel at the same speed as the current.  
Drag tells a trout your fly is not real.  Beginners quickly learn to 
mend the line after the fly lands on the water to create the slack 
needed to minimize drag.  While useful, water mends disturb 
the water, create unnatural movement of the fly, and limit the 
length of a drag free drift.  Slack line casts – those which place 
slack in the line BEFORE the fly lands - can solve limitations 
with water mends.

When I teach slack line casts,I hear from the student “I have 
been told that slack in the cast is bad and now you want me to 
cast with slack.”  DURING the casting stroke slack should be 
eliminated.  Most slack line casts dothat but create slack in the 
line AFTER the casting stroke ends – that is after the stop on 
the forward cast.  This creates an “aerial mend” defined by the 
FFI as “mending before the fly line/leader lands on the water.”

Three easy effective slack line casts are the (1) reach mend; (2) 
pile cast; and (3) wiggle mend.  The reach mend is made by 
stopping the rod and then reaching to either the left or the right 
as the rod is dropped to the water on the delivery cast.  This cast 
is effective when casting across the current.  It places the rod tip 
and line upstream of the fly.

This is the link to instructional video on the FFI site. 

The pile castworks well when presenting a fly up stream or 
downstream.  The cast is made by changing trajectory so that 
on the delivery cast the back cast is low and forward cast is high.  
After the stop on the forward cast, the rod is dropped faster then 
the fly falls.  This will cause slack to develop with line landing 
somewhat in a pile.     Another way to make the pile cast is with 
very wide loops on the final forward cast and final back cast.

The wiggle mend is another effective slack line presentation.  It 
can be used in a variety of ways, both across the current as well 
as up and down steam.  After the stop, the rodis moved to the 
left and right until the fly lands.  This creates slack waves in the 
line on the water.  The distance the rod is movedto the left and 
rightdetermines the size of the waves.  

This is a link to instructional video on the FFI site – to the pile 
cast and the wiggle mend.

These three casts are easy to learn and are effective in catching 
more fish. A story proves the point.  Years ago, I was fishing 
with my daughter.  After catching a couple trouton the inside 
seam of a run, she presented her fly to the outside seam with 
10 or so casts.  Before moving on, I quickly caught a fish.  My 
daughter asked, “What did you do that I didn’t?”  The answer 
was simple – I used a reach mend which allowed my fly to drift 
the outside seam without drag.  I showed her the cast and she 

picked up 3 fish from the same seam which 10 minutes earlier 
she was ready to leave.

Practice these casts.  The time will be well worth it.

FLY FISHING MADE EASIER: 
WHAT’S NEW WITH EZEYEFLY 
EZEYEFLY recently added size #8 and #10 in the long-shank 
hook. These are great for larger streamers. The large eyes will 
keep any size bead/cone in place. Production is underway for 
jig hooks with hopes of having these available by the first of the 
year.

Need a gift for a fly angler? Holidays, birthdays, Mother’s and 
Father’s days or for someone who you want to give something 
that will make their next fly fishing trip easier. We offer our hand-
selected group of flies or you can pick your own (EZEYEFLY.
com).

There are a lot of great fly tiers out there (I am not one of them). 
Gonna feature a tier that has done something interesting each 
Newsletter. Ellis Hunsaker @digital_fly_bench tied micro flies 
(that’s an EZEYEFLY size #22) that are more art than flies. You 
can see more of Ellis’s flies and other tiers on the Gallery section 
of our website (ezeyefly.com).

There’s an infinite variety of flies. We can only offer so many 
on our website so we are now taking custom orders. Email us 
a photo or description of what you have in mind and we’ll get 
the process started. We’ve got a great fly tier in Josiah @soco_
onthefly who has already put together some great flies.

We’ll be setting up our EZEYEFLY booth at the following events:
•	 Marlborough, Massachusetts, January 16-18 (Fly Fishing 

Show)
•	 Denver, Colorado, February 6-8 (Fly Fishing Show)
•	 Waterford, Michigan, March 6 & 7 (Midwest Flyfishing 

Expo)
•	 Lancaster, Pennsylvania, March 14 & 15 (Fly Fishing Show)
•	 Minneapolis, Minnesota, March 13-15 (Great Waters Expo)
•	 Loveland, Colorado, March 28 (NOCO Fishing Expo)
•	 Sandy, Utah. April 10 & 11 (Wasatch Fly Tying & Fly Fishing 

Expo)

Use this code—EZ15off—to get 15% off your entire order
thru December 31st, 2025

SLACK LINE CASTS CATCH MORE FISH

https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Learn-About-Fly-Fishing/Overview/Fly-Casting/Casting-Videos/Reach-Mend
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Fly-Casting-Education/Casting-Education/Learn-to-Cast-and-More-Casting-Skills-Videos#LearnToCast
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Fly-Casting-Education/Casting-Education/Learn-to-Cast-and-More-Casting-Skills-Videos#LearnToCast
http://EZEYEFLY.com
http://EZEYEFLY.com
http://ezeyefly.com


Every year, Fly Fishers International recognizes individuals, 
clubs, and businesses, along with organizations that support 
the FFI’s mission.Awards presented by Fly Fishers International 
acknowledge those individuals who demonstrate the highest 
levels of achievement, dedication and contribution to 
preserving the Legacy of Fly Fishing. Conservation plays a major 
component of FFi’s mission statement. Fly Fishers International 
is dedicated to the protection and conservation of aquatic 
habitats and fly fishing opportunities, and strategically partners 
with conservation organizations to create a stronger voice for all 
of us. FFI’s Conservation Committee, along with our members, 
clubs, and councils, take action at a national, state and local level 
that have a direct impact on important conservation issues. FFI 
continues to play a role in the preservation of Bristol Bay, the 
protection of the Boundary Waters, the restoration of the Florida 
Everglades, and conservation of countless other rivers, streams, 
estuaries, and ocean resources that our members enjoy across 
the globe. This year’s winner of the Conservation Award, that 
was nominated by the Texas Council, is the Tarrant Regional 
Water District. The award was presented to them during the 
ceremony that was held recently, and will be presented to Matt 
Mancino, and the TRWD organization in Fort Worth at an 
upcoming Board meeting.

FFI Conservation Award

Tarrant Regional Water District
Fort Worth, Texas
https://www.trwd.com/

Tarrant Regional Water District (TRWD) mission is to deliver a 
reliable, resilient supply of water to the public at the lowest cost 
and highest quality possible. Reduce the risk of flooding in our 
communities with dependable flood reduction infrastructure 

and operations. Enhance the quality of life in North Texas 
communities by creating recreation opportunities around 
TRWD infrastructure to enable active lifestyles.

Recreation activities, mainly the most successful fly fishing 
event in the State of Texas, Trinity FlyFest, have been thoroughly 
enjoyed by the Fort Worth Fly Fishers, and the Texas Council 
FFI. This ongoing event just recently celebrated its 10th year 
of existence. Bringing thousands of attendees together to enjoy, 
compete, and learn more about fly fishing each year. Not only 
do we enjoy this event immensely, but the clubs also supply a 
large number of volunteers, to support the needed roles to make 
an event of this magnitude successful.
https://trinityflyfest.com/

TRWD also has many litter programs in place throughout 
the year. Trash Bash focuses on litter pick-ups throughout the 
area, focusing on the Trinity River, and lakes in North Texas. 
Keeping Fort Worth beautiful, and maintaining the best Urban 
experience for recreation, especially fly fishing and kayaking, 
in Texas!! TRWD also has a large amount of educational 
awareness activities that take a more proactive stance on litter 
control. The Fort Worth Fly Fishers have been participating in 
these cleanups for quite some time.

TRWD also focuses on water standards, keeping our water safe 
for personal use, along with recreational use. Recently TRWD, 
along with our clubs and other conservation groups, worked to 
prevent a new water treatment site, to discharge treated water 
into the Trinity River water system. Had they not worked to 
prevent this, the water system would have drastically been 
altered, and the future of game fishing here, would have never 
been the same. They were successful in doing so, and the city of 
Fort Worth changed their plans, and the water system remains 
in excellent shape for recreational activities.

TRWD has been and still is a great conservation partner. Not 
only have they been great for the Fort Worth Fly Fishers, but 
they are also partners with Streams and Valleys, an organization 
who also is another great conservation first organization.

TRWD is so deserving of being recognized for their conservation 
efforts and we congratulate them on this FFI award.

FFI CONSERVATION AWARD

https://www.trwd.com/
https://trinityflyfest.com/


As Fall exits, and Winter is quickly approaching, we now enter 
into the off season for fishing. Or do we? No we do not!! It is 
Trout Time in Texas!! And we can THANK Texas Parks and 
Wildlife for that!! This may very well be the busiest time for 
TPWD. With an extremely busy trout stocking schedule, going 
all the way through the first of March. Stockings are planned 
all the way from El Paso, to North East Texas. And all points in 
between. That is quite the task, and again, we THANK them.

Trout are stocked in both, moving and still water locations. And 
both locations, have different techniques that are needed to be 
successful. Many anglers find that fly fishing in moving water, 
brings a higher success rate, and more of a natural experience. 
But don't pass up on that local experience in your neighborhood, 
because that can be a rewarding time as well.

You’re absolutely right—winter in Texas means rainbow trout 
season, thanks to TPWD’s incredible stocking program! It’s one 
of the most exciting times for anglers because these fish provide 
a unique cold-weather opportunity across the state.

Here’s a quick guide to make the most of trout season in Texas:

Where to Find Them

•	 TPWD stocks trout in rivers, streams, ponds, and 
lakes from December through early March.

•	 Stocking locations range from urban parks to Hill 
Country rivers.

•	 Full schedule: TPWD Trout Stocking Schedule
•	 To see the complete Trout stocking schedule, follow the 

timeline for locations here.
https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/management/stocking/
trout_stocking.phtml

Short on time, and want to have success at that local pond, try 
these techniques.
Stocked trout ponds often have fish that are used to pellet feed, 
so they can behave differently than wild trout. Here are some 
effective fly patterns for stocked trout:

1. Pellet Imitations
•	 Bread Fly / Pellet Fly: Mimics the food pellets they were 

fed in the hatchery.

•	 Usually tied with foam or yarn in tan or brown colors.

2. Egg Patterns
•	 Glo Bug or Egg Fly: Bright orange, pink, or yellow eggs 

work well because stocked trout often respond to these 
colors.

3. Worm Patterns
•	 San Juan Worm: Red, pink, or brown worm patterns are 

very effective in ponds.

4. Streamers
•	 Woolly Bugger: Black, olive, or white are classic choices. 

Stocked trout love movement.

•	 Leech Patterns: Black or purple leeches can trigger strikes.

5. Nymphs
•	 Hare’s Ear or Pheasant Tail: Size 12–16, natural colors.

•	 Chironomid (Midge) Patterns: Especially under an 
indicator.

6. Dry Flies
•	 If trout are rising, try:

•	 Elk Hair Caddis

•	 Adams

•	 Griffith’s Gnat

Tip:  Stocked trout often hang near the surface or cruise the 
edges, so start with something visible and easy to present slowly.

If you have the time and are looking for that more realistic 
experience, then try locating moving water, near from you. Or 
go for that ultimate adventure and head to some of the premiere 
Texas locations, like the Guadalupe, Brazos South Llano, or Frio 
Rivers. 

Stocked rivers are a little different from ponds because the 
current influences trout behavior, but many of the same 
principles apply. Here are some effective fly choices for stocked 
trout in rivers:

Streamers (Great for Aggressive Stocked Trout)
•	 Woolly Bugger  (black, olive, white) – a top choice for 

stocked trout.

•	 Sculpin Patterns  – natural colors work well in moving 
water.

•	 Zonkers – flashy, great for triggering strikes.

Egg Patterns
•	 Glo Bug / Egg Fly – bright orange, pink, or chartreuse.

•	 Excellent in colder months or near spawning areas.

TROUT TIME IN TEXAS

https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/management/stocking/trout_stocking.phtml
https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/management/stocking/trout_stocking.phtml


Worm Patterns
•	 San Juan Worm – red, pink, or brown.

•	 Dead-drift under an indicator or tight-line nymphing.

Nymphs
•	 Hare’s Ear, Pheasant Tail, Prince Nymph – sizes 12–16.

•	 Midges / Chironomids – especially in slower runs.

•	 Fish these under an indicator or Euro-nymph style.

Dry Flies (If You See Risers)
•	 Elk Hair Caddis – great for riffles.

•	 Parachute Adams – versatile for many hatches.

•	 Griffith’s Gnat – for midge hatches.

Pro Tips for Stocked Rivers
•	 Target slower seams and pools where trout acclimate after 

stocking.

•	 Use attractive colors  (chartreuse, pink, white) early on—
they respond to visual triggers.

•	 After a few weeks, they behave more like wild trout, so 
switch to natural patterns.

So there you have it!! The keys and information needed for 
success during your next fly fishing for trout trip. But remember,

It’s not ALL about the fly fishing, but about the adventure!!

Hope to see you on the water, or in some local hamburger stop 
near by.

CONSERVATION UPDATE
6th Annual Brazos River Cleanup

Saturday, November 15th was a fun and productive day at 6th 
Annual Brazos River Cleanup. Several club members arrived 
early at Hwy 16 bridge and took the opportunity to fish this 
beautiful section of the Brazos. We then transitioned to the 
cleanup event that started at 12:00. Hats off to Brazos Cleanup 
Project for hosting an excellent well run event. Conservation 
events on a favorite section of the Brazos river makes it easy for 
FFI / Fort Worth Fly Fishers to support. Special thanks to Jim 
Smith, Keith McCorkie, Dick Quigley, Tom Parr, Don Irwin, 
Don Newport, Russell Husted and Paul Lund.  SEE YOU ALL 
THERE NEXT YEAR!

Don Irwin recently participated in Tarrant Regional Water 
District (TRWD) Texas Arbor Day.  The events were held 
November 7th and 14th.  Thank you, Don, for planting trees 
and supporting local conservation efforts in Fort Worth. 

TROUT TIME IN TEXAS-CONTD

https://www.facebook.com/BrazosCleanupProject?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV9La2YgOBH3M44cAmT84EBA136Dd3wlHl01U07O0Ft4x2THAEvDy_6l5qeLgwpCO71SzVmiR2IQd6R0mm9r6_vN-fBwcWhLjmes1dpeBIoXlbtQnyu46_7SqYTvbDHWlrBJYZTEVaDUCJSbG7_z-njuSfrNvvBqhaOqqS0cjSmUaIzFiTvgoroYH71CAa_Lro&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BrazosCleanupProject?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV9La2YgOBH3M44cAmT84EBA136Dd3wlHl01U07O0Ft4x2THAEvDy_6l5qeLgwpCO71SzVmiR2IQd6R0mm9r6_vN-fBwcWhLjmes1dpeBIoXlbtQnyu46_7SqYTvbDHWlrBJYZTEVaDUCJSbG7_z-njuSfrNvvBqhaOqqS0cjSmUaIzFiTvgoroYH71CAa_Lro&__tn__=-%5dK-R


River Access Clean Up – Horseshoe on the Colorado RACA 
site

Russell Husted, Paul Lund, and several other volunteers spent 
a Saturday helping Texas Parks and Wildlife clean up the 
Colorado River Lease Access property near Bastrop, TX.  It was 
a great day giving back and helping care for the land that local 
property owners so generously allow us to use for access to the 
river.

Here are a few highlights from Saturday, December 6th:
• Leaving at 3:00 a.m. to make it there by 8 
• A well-organized event with everything ready (Thank you 
Madison Darwish) 
• Working alongside conservation-minded folks and property 
owners 
• Filling a roll-off dumpster completely 
• Filling a large trailer to the top with debris 
• A stop at Living Waters Fly Shop 
• Amazing local fish tacos 
• Round Rock Donuts (just a few…..) 
• Finding a new spot to fish and kayak
Great day, great people, and great stewardship of a beautiful 
resource.

Texas Rivers and Streams – Texas Parks & Wildlife 
To learn more about River Access and Conservation Areas 
(RACA) Leased Public Access https://tpwd.texas.gov/.../
recreational/rivers/lease_access/

TX Council FFI Conservation goals for 2025 included 
increased partnership with Texas Parks & Wildlife and Tarrent 
Regional Water District.  We added Texas Parks and Wildlife 
representation to our Board to increase dialoge and planning 
(Blake Thornton).  Two new initiatives with TRWD were added 
by participaing in Adopt a Drain and Adopt a Trail/Stream 
program.   A trail section around Marine Creek Lake was 
adopted and two drains close to Fort Worth Fly Fishers meeting 
location have been adopted.  Both of these initatives involve 
multible conservation activities annually.  

CONSERVATION UPDATE- CONT.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/recreational/rivers/lease_access/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRmZreDNwSXp5bDRrMXZIRnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6TeKMa4RN7n32TjguwDvwfdao1f7YBAmNR7npb5WAN0zVXRBrG4nyLoUI0Ow_aem_P9H7C09kjufJezWt-VLYlA
https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/recreational/rivers/lease_access/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRmZreDNwSXp5bDRrMXZIRnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6TeKMa4RN7n32TjguwDvwfdao1f7YBAmNR7npb5WAN0zVXRBrG4nyLoUI0Ow_aem_P9H7C09kjufJezWt-VLYlA


By Sam Matalone
“It is cheaper to tie your own flies! The easiest person to lie to 
is yourself ”

Do you know the old saying “no good deed goes unpunished?” 
Well, this became a reality recently on a trip to New Zealand. I 
gave a friend who does not tie flies, a Christmas gift certificate 
for 24 trout flies of his choosing. On my last trip to New 
Zealand before COVID, while fishing the Matura River, I had 
given him a couple size 18 extended body mayflies. (I seldom 
use extended body flies; but I thought it made my dry selection 
look impressive.) You’ve probably guessed what he wanted- 
extended body mayflies. Now, I had to remember what I had 
given him. And, I did not have the correct hooks to tie the fly 
he wanted. So, we compromised. I would tie several different 
types of extended body mayfly and he would pick which style 
he wanted.

When it comes to tying size 10-14 extended body flies you have 
many options: using foam, hollow hair, or commercially made 
offerings. When tying small flies, your choices are limited. In 
this article, I will show the methods I found to be most effective. 
There are other options out there. The advantage to the methods 
I will describe is that with practice you can easily tie a half a 
dozen flies in less than an hour. 

Let’s begin with looking at the easiest methods, getting a hook 
which you can utilize to tie an extended body mayfly.

The larger center hook is a TMC 900BL size 12, starting in the 
left upper corner is a size 20 R200 style, the upper right corner 
is a hook I bought from England about 30 years ago. I bought 
about 300 and I am down to the last 25. At the bottom right 
corner is a TMC 2487 size 18.

With the R200 style hook, utilizing the long curve you can tie 
a quick “faux” extended body mayfly which looks great and 
catches fish. Put on a tail, 2-3 fibers of your favorite tail material, 
here I am using “microfibetts”. Wrap the thread well past the 

bend of the hook until you are satisfied with the position of the 
tail. Once this is complete, reposition the hook in the vise such 
that the point is facing up. After this, complete the body, adding 
wings plus hackle, and you are done. Since I am covering several 
different methods, I opted not to do a “Step By Step” for each 
method. I am just trying to show you options that are available 
for tying small flies. 

These sit on the water very, very nicely!

The next method will utilize “the hook I got from England”. This 
by far is the easiest and always produces great looking fly. It is 
up to your imagination on how simple to how complex of a 
mayfly to tie on these hooks. I opt for simple and easy.

This was the style my 
friend wanted me to tie!

The next few methods are a little tricky, but with a little practice, 
they are easily master. The first method utilizes just a hackle 
feather. You can use any hackle, but I find working with hen 
hackles easiest. There is a little prep work. In the picture below, 
I am showing how to prep a hen hackle.

FLY TYING TIPS AND OTHER ASSORTED 
PEARLS OF WISDOM



Step 1: Select a hen hackle, the trick here is to get tail fibers to 
the desired length. Typically, tails are 1-to 1 ½ the body length. 
(Hint: You can use any type of feather. Some work better than 
others. Duck breast feathers are great for small flies; they have 
a nice curve in the stem; they have small fibers; and they can be 
dyed to almost any color.)

Step 2: Strip the excess material from the stem of the hackle.

Step3: Remove the top part of the hackle by cutting the stem 
such that remaining hackle fibers can be used for a tail. (Hint: 
Leave about 2-3 fibers on each side of the hackle, in case you 
break one or two when handling the hackle.)

Step 4: Not including the fibers used for the tail, adjust the 
hackle fibers to be perpendicular to the stem. 

Step 5: With a pair of scissors, trim the hackle fibers in the shape 
of a tapered body on the stem of the hackle. Please notice the 
various sizes, I am using the last two feathers on the right side 
of the page to tie a couple examples.

Hint: On the last feather, I used an orange thread to make a 
“Wally Wing” type body, for those who want a slightly fuller 
body. To make this type of body, just pull the hackle fibers 
towards the base of the hackle and simply tie it off.

Please note, natural cure 
of the hackle, this will aid 
in getting a nice profile for 
your mayfly

Basically, attached the 
extended body to the shank, 
set your wings and add 
either CDC for a hackle or a 
standard dry fly hackle. The 
wings I used were just a set of 
burnt wings I made. You can 
make this into a parachute 
type fly very easily, I have a 
friend that make these with 
two sets of Wally Wings, a 
large set and a much smaller 
set.

This is the same fly, just a 
different angle

Below are a couple of pictures of flies using a “Wally Wing” type 
of body. 

If you look carefully, in the 
picture to the right you will 
see 4 tail fibers. Each side has 
2 married fibers.  In the next 
photo of the completed fly, 
there are only 2 tail fibers. I 
split each side and cut out 
a fiber. For 3 tail fibers trim 
just one.

Notice the body is slightly 
fuller utilizing this method

The last method is to make an extended body on a needle 
utilizing microfibetts and Superfine Dry Fly Dubbing material. 
Below you will see a few pictures to get the concept across but 
there are two excellent YouTube videos demonstrating how to 
do this. Check them out:

-Extended Body Mayfly Dun by Norm Norlander
-Barry Ord Fly Tying extended mayfly body tutorial

The basic premise is to make a body on a straight pin using long 
fiber dubbing material. Once the body is complete, coat it with 
a water-based cement or a silicon based fly tying sealant. Below 
will be an abbreviated SBS version. (Check out the YouTube 
videos for more information.)

A rotary vise is essential 
for this method of making 
an extended body. I have 
inserted a straight pin into 
the vise.

Using long fiber dry fly 
dubbing material, spin 
it onto the pin using the 
rotary function of the vise. 
It is important that the pin 
rotates on its axis so there 
is no wobble. Make a small 
base of dubbing material 
approximately twice your desired body length.

Once you have completed 
your base, attach your 
microfibetts using your 
dubbing material.

FLY TYING TIPS- CONTD



Continue building the body 
until you get your desired 
shape. At this point, using 
a water-based head cement, 
coat the entire body and 
remove it from the pin and 
let it dry.

The finish product should 
look similar to this. While 
drying, I did put a little bend 
in the body to give the cured 
body shape of a Mayfly. Now 
all that is left is to attach it to 
a hook and finish the fly as 
you see fit.

It is an easy fly to tie with a little practice. Now I took the simple 
approach and did not get complicated with wings, hackle, 
additional dubbing, etc. It is a small fly and it is meant to be 
fished!

INTRODUCING TO YOU THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2026!!
The Texas Council is extremely excited to share with you the 
Board of Directors for 2026. We are off to a great start, and 
have so much to offer you the clubs and members this year. We 
thought it was important to show you the fun side of who we 
are and that we do in fact have loads of fun, mixed in with our 
desire to serve. This group of amazing talent, is set to serve. So 
here we are!! There are still some open Board positions if you 
or someone you know would like to be a part of. We would love 
to be able to speak with you about doing just that. Currently 
we have these openings. This will not hinder our focus for the 
year, but it would be nice to fill these vacant board positions, 

to best assist in the following responsibilities. Included are the 
Biographies of our newest Board members.

OPEN Positions
•	 Secretary
•	 Education
•	 Vice President

Board of Directors 2026
•	 President	 Russell Husted
•	 Vice President  
•	 Secretary
•	 Treasurer	 Michael Quigley
•	 Membership	 Brett Morehead
•	 Conservation	 Paul Lund
•	 Casting		 Jim Hund
•	 Casting		 Ron Ridgeway
•	 Women’s	 Cynthia Casados
•	 Youth		  Paul Locklear
•	 Tying		  Mike Hawkins
•	 Social Media	 Karson Foster
•	 TPWD		  Blake Thornton
•	 At-Large	 Rick Haness
•	 Webmaster	 Sam Matalone

 
Cynthia Casados

Cynthia Casados is a North 
Texas angler who started 
fly fishing in 2024. After 
volunteering several years 
supporting the Trinity Fly 
Fest, she joined the Fort 
Worth Fly Fishers and Texas 
Women Fly Fishers to meet, 
learn and fish with fellow 

enthusiasts throughout Texas and Oklahoma. Cynthia is 
currently working towards advancing her casting techniques 
through club guidance and workshops  supported by FFI Fly 
Casting Skills Development Programs. 

Sam Matalone

I started my love affair 
with all things fly fishing at 
about 12 years old. I love to 
fish and use to have to buy 
shads at $0.19. I carefully 
looked at the how they were 
constructed and decide I 
could tie them just as easy. I 

father loan me the money to start tying flies. Soon, I started 
supplying my father with all the he could use and selling to 
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several local store. This start me on a path that has encompassed 
most to my life. I join a local fly fly fishing club, California Fly 
Fishermen Unlimited, where i met some of the most generous 
and talent people who took me under their wings and taught 
me to use a fly rod, to tie flies better, to understand the need 
for conservation and to enjoy nature. As soon as I was able to 
drive, they elected me to the board of the director of the club.. 
After getting married and completing college the simple life I 
knew got very complicated and for the next 20 years focused 
on family, career and occasionally fishing, I was not to active 
in preservation of our natural resources and the sport of fly 
fishing. I am a member of the Washington State Council FFI, 
for the pass 25 years. I started doing their web work, then was 
elected to the board of directors. Currently, I am on the Board 
of Governors for the Fly Tying Group working on Fly Fest 2026 
as well as the Secretary for the FFI.

I believe that the future of our sport depends on the natural 
resources which we are entrusted with. It is about the fish, 
very simply put. Everything else in fly fishing evolves around 
conservation. I have derived so much pleasure for this sport, 
made some fantastic friends, and now what to be part of 
enhancing the experience for future generations. 

Paul Locklear

My name is Paul Locklear. My wife and I 
currently reside in Flower Mound, TX, but 
I am originally from Baltimore, Maryland. 
I grew up fishing the Chesapeake Bay on 
my dad’s boat. We caught all kinds of fish 
including White Perch, Small and Large 
Mouth Bass, Chain Pickerel and Striper, 
and of course lots of tall tales.

In 2013, I retired from the US Army with 33 years of service. 
While in the Army, I fished every military base where I was 
stationed and the surrounding towns. Always looking for the 
best spot to drop a line.

I was literally hooked after I attended a beginner fly fisher’s class 
in Dallas and learned how to cast and tie a Wooly Booger fly. We 
also learned safety and regulations as well as entomology. My 
first catch on a fly was a catfish at the Texas freshwater fisheries 
in Athens, Texas during a Dallas Fly Fisher outing. I have been 
hooked ever since.

In 2019, I became a volunteer with TPWD and quickly moved 
to becoming a Volunteer Angler Instructor. I helped teach 
conventional and fly fishing and was able to assist the Dallas 
Fly Fishers in teaching fly fishing classes. I was able to pick 
up more skills from other members of the club and after two 
years I became a TPWD Area Chief. I help train the training 

Instructors for conventional and fly fishing and have averaged 
over 300 volunteer hours a year for the last 4 years.

I am also a BSA Certified Angler Instructor and Course Director. 
I teach the Merit Badge for fishing and fly fishing to the Boy 
Scouts. I have also been involved in the Merit Badge instruction 
with the Dallas Fly Fishers since 2020. Also a member Ft Worth 
Flyfishers and Goodfly East Texas hatch.

BEGINNER FLY FISHING CLASS REPORT
On November 8, 2025 at the CORE in Coppell, we held a 
beginner Fly Fishing Class. We had a great turnout of 21 
students in attendance. 

In this class, the students learn the fundamentals of fly fishing. 
Our Casting Team of instructors teach P.U.L.D casting, row 
cast and stripping the fly line in the water. These techniques are 
simple but are mastered with consistent practice. 

The Fly-Tying Team teaches the anatomy of a hook and tying 
a Wooly Booger pattern fly. This particular fly is used as a 
beginner tool and is very effective in teaching at this level. 

I’d like to give a huge shout out and thank you to all the 
instructors that made time to come teach this class and share 
the love of fly fishing with these students. This was our best class 
size yet and we look forward to many more opportunities to 
grow these events.

INTRODUCING TO YOU THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2026!!



With other fly fishing events not happening in Texas this year, 
Trinity FlyFest is set to shine as the premier event once again 
in 2026. Having been part of this celebration since its inception, 
we believe this may very well be the best FlyFest ever!

What’s New This Year?
Expect an incredible lineup of speaker presentations from 
across the state, covering topics such as:

•	 Coastal saltwater adventures
•	 Warm-water fishing in the Hill Country
•	 Cold trout waters and more

These sessions will feature some of the best presenters FlyFest 
has ever hosted, offering insights and tips for anglers of all 
experience levels.

Fly Tying Tent
Don’t miss the fly tying tent! This year’s lineup of tiers will 
showcase multiple techniques to elevate your tying skills and 
help you catch more fish. It’s an experience you won’t want to 
miss.

The Big Trout Contest
The highlight of FlyFest remains the Big Trout Contest. 
Picture this: relaxing on the banks of the Trinity River, enjoying 
a local craft brew, and watching anglers compete for BIG 
prizes. If last year was any indication, this year’s contest will be 
unforgettable—make plans now to be part of it!

More Than Fishing
FlyFest is more than just fishing. Enjoy:

•	 Craft beer and wine tastings
•	 Cooking demonstrations

•	 Family-friendly activities: fish tank, face painting, 
rock wall climbing, and TPWD’s Watershed Experience 
Trailer

•	 Live music all day paired with delicious food trucks
•	 OPEN Fly Fishing

Your Official Line Up for FlyFest 2026!!
You will NOT Find a More Qualified Group of Experts Than 
THIS!!

Presenters
•	 Alvin Dedeaux
•	 Chris Johnson
•	 Donavan Clary
•	 Ron Ridgeway
•	 Will Herring and Jordan Marsh

Fly Tiers
•	 Matt Bennett
•	 Chris Johnson
•	 Jeff Hoelter
•	 Zach Harris
•	 Josh Smitherman
•	 Chase Smith

Casting Instructors
•	 Jim Hund
•	 Bill Campbell
•	 Ron Ridgeway
•	 Rex Walker

Save the Date
Mark your calendars for Trinity FlyFest 2026—a day of fun, 
learning, and community you won’t want to miss!

TRINITY FLYFEST 2026: THE PREMIER FLY 
FISHING EVENT IN TEXAS



Over the past couple of years Fly Fishers International (“FFI”) has reorganized and update resources on its website.   Those 
resources include materials on all aspects of fly fishing. This article is limited to fly casting resources.
 
The FFI home screen contains this pulldown menu:

https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/

The best way to access casting resources is though  “Fly Casting Education.”  Clicking will produce this screen:

https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Fly-Casting-Education

”Casting Education” contains a wealth of information to include descriptions of casting skills and better yet videos on casts 
designed to help catching more fish. Other valuable resources include “Fly Casting Definitions” and access to the Loop Journal 
which is published quarterly.
 
These resources were created and then vetted by very knowledgeable fly casting instructors all of whom are also elite casters. Use 
this information for their intended purposes - education of fly fishers across the world to become better casters and in tun better 
fly fishers.

VALUABLE FLY CASTING RESOURCES ON THE FFI SITE

https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Fly-Casting-Education 


Enhancing the lives of women with breast cancer by

Enhancing the lives of women with breast cancer by

connecting them to each other and nature through

connecting them to each other and nature through

the therapeutic sport of fly fishing.

the therapeutic sport of fly fishing.

 

 

Learn more at 

Learn more at 

castingforrecovery.org

castingforrecovery.org
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TrinityCoalition.org

Providing Conservation though Recreation

This year we succeeded in getting 130 miles of the Trinity River
designated as a National Water Trail
We fought to protect Mary’s Creek

We helped hundreds of people discover social distancing on the water
But we cannot continue without your help!

Join Trinity Coalition and make a donation today.

Help us help our river!Help us help our river!

Learn More Casts, Catch More Fish

Fly Casting Skills Development (FCSD) is a fun way to improve 
your casting skills at your pace. The skills you will learn will 
help you have a safe, fun, and more productive fishing session. 
There are four levels from beginner to advanced: Foundation, 
Bronze, Silver and Gold. We are excited that you are here and 
ready to learn more fly casting skills. We encourage you to find 
a FCSD facilitator and/or a FFI certified casting instructor for 
in-person lessons to help you with your fly casting learning. 
Learn more casts, catch more fish.

Interested in finding out about the program? Check out ALL of 
the casting programs here.

https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Fly-Casting-Education

Clubs across Texas are having great success with the program. If 
you, or your club, would like to learn more about the program, 
please contact Ron Ridgeway. He can be reached at:
ridgewayron@yahoo.com

FLY CASTING SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Fly-Casting-Education/Find-Instructor-Mentor-or-Examiner
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/Fly-Casting-Education 


 
 

Reel Recovery is a national non-profit organization that conducts 
free ßy-Þshing retreats for men recovering from all forms of 
cancer. Combining introductory fly-fishing instruction with 
directed “courageous conversations”, the organization offers a 
unique experience for men living with cancer, a time to share their 
stories; learn a new skill, form friendships and gain renewed hope 
as they confront the challenges of their recovery. 
 
All meals, lodging and fly-fishing equipment are provided at no 
cost to the participants. Retreats are led by professional facilitators, 
trained retreat coordinators and fly-fishing instructors. A maximum 
of 12-14 men are invited to participate, to ensure the quality of the 
instruction and to create a powerful small-group dynamic. 

Waring, TX - 4/12 - 4/14 & 9/20 - 9/22 
Tony Smith  210 232 2623  -  smith.reelrecovery@gmail.com 
Rafael Torres  512 560 4380  -  torres.reelrecovery@gmail.com 

Navasota, TX -  5/03 - 5/05 & 10/25 - 10/27 
Dave Steffek  713 202 0101  -  dst8ff8k@att.net 
Rusty Dunn  337 344 4385 -  dunn.reelrecovery@gmail.com 

Glen Rose, TX - 4/26 - 4/28 & 10/04 - 10/06 
Mike Tabor  817 894 0018 - tabor.reelrecovery@gmail.com 
Bill Shaw 817 925 2046 -  shaw.reelrecovery@gmail.com

To find out more on how you can participate, 
call or check out our website: 

  

800 699 4490 
www.reelrecovery.org - info@reelrecovery.org

Contact our fantastic volunteers and join us for Reel Recovery’s 2024 Texas Retreats



TEXAS COUNCIL SUPPORT LETTER
Thank you for your support of the Texas Council and Fly Fishers 
International. Just as the Texas Council focus is on the member 
clubs, the larger FFI focus is to ensure the legacy of fly fishing 
for all fish in all waters continues by focusing on conservation, 
education and a sense of community.

To align ourselves with this national strategy, the Texas Council 
is focusing on our local clubs. Our goal is to provide a source 
of community feedback, support, direction and funding to assist 
local clubs with the grassroots movement and avocation that is 
fly fishing.

To this end, our council is seeking funding to help. We will always 
be grateful for donations we receive, but in 2020 we will also focus 
on raising funds through our newsletter. We will promote the 
FFI Texas Council and our newsletter through the Texas Council 
website, social media, through our clubs across the state , and 
through the National FFI website.

The Texas Council newsletter has been in place for many years 
now, and has successfully promoted both commercial and non-
profit activities both across the state and nationally. With our 
growing group of over 1,000 members throughout the state, 
our newsletter is uniquely positioned to reach niche market 
customers for your business. 

Please consider advertising in our Council’s newsletter. We have a 
very affordable advertising rate for the reach you will receive with 
your ad, which includes placement in all four newsletters.

Prices for advertising with the Texas Council newsletter’s four 
issues are:

• Business Card - $50 a year
• 1⁄4 page color ad - $100 a year
• 1⁄2 page color ad - $200 a year
• FULL page color ad - $300 a year (That’s only $75 a season!)

The newsletter will be published four times a year. Each edition 
will publish at the beginning of each season, as follows:

Deadline for content and advertising 
Spring Deadline: March 1st
Newsletter sent out March 20th

Summer Deadline: June 1st
Newsletter sent out June 21st

Fall Deadline: September 1st
Newsletter sent out September 22nd

Winter Deadline: December 1st
Newsletter sent out December 21st

Thank you for your support in the past, and we look forward to 
your future involvement with the Texas Council to promote fly 
fishing across Texas.

Contact us at:	 president@texascouncilffi.com
		  or
		  communications@texascouncilffi.com

Thanks,

Your Texas Council

Beavers Bend Fly Fishing Guide Service  
https://www.beaversbendflyshop.com/guided-fly-fishing-

trips/#book-trip

Good Fly
https://www.goodfly.org/

Honeyhole Angling
https://honeyholeangling.com/

Rio Anglers
https://rioanglers.com

EZEYEFLY
https://ezeyefly.com

Panther City Flies
@panther_city_flies

The Fly Hair Co.
theflyhairco.com

Matagorda Loops
www.matagordaloops.com

TEXAS COUNCIL SPONSORS

mailto:president%40texascouncilffi.com?subject=
mailto:communications%40texascouncilffi.com?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/panther_city_flies/
http://theflyhairco.com
http://www.matagordaloops.com


SPONSORS UPDATE
Excited to announce that Ron Ridgeway, from Matagorda 
Loops is a NEW Sponsor of the TXCouncil. Ron is currently 
one of our Casting Directors, and is saltwater fly fishing guide, 
and instructor. If you are interested in chasing some Redfish in 
the Matagorda area, give Ron a call. It is time to hit the salt for 
sure. Thank you Ron for being our NEW Sponsor, and for all 
that you do for the Council.

Also sharing with you, what some of our other sponsors have 
been spending their time out on the water. This includes Jeff 
Preddy from the Fly Hair Company, Chris Schatte from Beavers 
Bend Fly Fishing Guide Service, Randy from EZEYEFLY 
Company, Michael Rios from Panther City Flies, and Alan 
King from Good Fly. Thank you for being a sponsor, and for 
supporting the fly fishing community in Texas!!!

Interested in becoming a sponsor? Please let us know.

Let’s go chase some Redfish on 
beautiful Matagorda bay! 

Sight fishing for Reds, Drum, Speckled 
Trout and Flounder on an 18’ poling 
skiff with Capt. Ron Ridgeway ( also 

an FFI Casting Instructor). 
Located in Matagorda, Texas  

979-248-8477 
www.matagordaloops.com



TEXAS COUNCIL SPONSORS
The Texas Council wants to thank you for your support. Our goal has always been to promote fly 
fishing in Texas, and help the organizations that do just that. We are fortunate for these businesses and 
individuals, and will highlight them in the newsletter, and on social media as well. If you are interested in 
advertising your business or service with the Texas Council, please contact Russell at communications@
texascouncilffi.com

theflyhairco.com
theflyhairco@hotmail.com

972-743-2992

Welcome our new sponsor, 
The Hair Fly Company, 
owned by Jeff Preddy!!

My name is Michael Rios and I'm a lifetime angler. I started Panther 
City Flies as a way to bring people to high quality, well-tied flies 
that actually...catch fish! From trout to redfish I can get it done. I 
specialize in bass streamers for our local rivers and lakes in North 
Texas. I am the creator of the Golden Ticket, and Dive Bomber, two 
flies that have been making waves (pun intended) in the fly fishing 
community. I am the current Fly Tying Chairman for the Fort Worth 
Fly Fishers. Panther City Flies, Always on the Hunt!

@panther_city_flies

mailto:communications@texascouncilffi.com
mailto:communications@texascouncilffi.com


Club Leaders

The active FFI clubs that make up the Texas Council require 
a commitment of time and effort from approximately 200 
dedicated, unselfish men and women who provide leadership 
to these clubs. Each club elects the following positions, at a 
minimum: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Membership Chair, Conservation Chair, Education Chair, and 
Outings Director. Most clubs would also designate leaders in 
Casting, Fly Tying, Womens Programs, Youth Programs a 
Webmaster/Social Media Director and a Fundraising Chair. 

This effort amounts to thousands of hours of personal time and 
talent committed to the success of the broad mission of FFI; 
Preserving the Legacy of Fly Fishing for All Fish, All Waters® 

Members of the Texas Council Board and the leadership and 
staff of FFI thank all of you for the hard work and dedication you 
apply everyday toward our pillars of Conservation, Education 
and Community

Here are your current Clubs and their Presidents for 2025:

Club			   President			  City	
Abilene 			   AJ Gretillat 		  Abilene 
Aggieland Fly Fishing Club 	Alan King 		  College Station
Alamo 			   Karson Foster		  San Antonio 
Austin 			   Manuel Pena		  Austin 
Celina			   Rob James		  Celina
Collin 			   Kevin Grogan 		  Plano 
Conroe 			   Zach Griffin 		  Conroe 
Corpus Christi 			    		  Corpus Christi 
Dallas 			   Dave Smith 		  Dallas 
East Texas		  Bubba Headrick		  Longview
Fort Worth 		  Kay Jackson 		  Fort Worth 
Kekoa 			   Chris Gorman 		  Melissa
Lonestar 			  David Hudnall 		  Tyler
Lubbock 			  David Crawford 		  Lubbock 
Montgomery		  Chuck Holmes		  The Woodlands
New Braunfels 		  Pat McQuinn 		  New Braunfels 
Pineywoods 		  Walter Mclendon		  Lufkin 
Red River 		  Cathy Case 		  Sherman 
Rowlett 			   Derrick Meis 		  Rowlett 
San Gabriel 		  Rene Salas 		  Georgetown 
TAMU Fly Club		  Issack Weatherford	 	 College Station
Texas Fly Fishers 		  Don Pucket 		  Houston 
Texas Hill Country 	 Jim Hines		  Fredericksburg 
TWFF 			   Katie Cowen 		  Texas	
Waco			   Robert Evers		  Waco

Volunteers
Your Council Board is composed of 16 directors serving 
in various capacities very similar to the structure of Club 
Leadership. Since the members of the Council Board come from 
different clubs within the Council, with rare exception we must 
meet electronically. In 2020, along with millions of other people 
we upped our game and now use Zoom for our meetings. Being 
able to see the director who is speaking improves understanding 
and meeting efficiency. 

The Council is an extension of FFI with the primary purpose of 
assisting in the delivery to our Clubs and Members the benefits 
and opportunities provided by FFI. All of the Directors are fully 
dedicated to the same mission and objectives as our Clubs. We 
will focus heavily on enhancing the flow of communication in 
both directions between the Members of our Clubs, FFI and the 
Council by sharing knowledge across the entire organization. 

The Council will be seated  new board members in early January 
and we are always looking for volunteers to serve on our Board. 
If you are interested please contact any of the directors to start 
a conversation. We still have some openings on the Board, and 
need to fill these positions. Email addresses of the entire board, 
and information all about the Texas can be found here.
https://dot.cards/russellhusted

President	 Russell Husted
Treasurer	 Michael Quigley
Membership	 Brett Morehead
Conservation	 Paul Lund
Casting		 Jim Hund
Casting		 Ron Ridgeway
Women’s	 Cynthia Casados
Youth		  Paul Locklear
Tying		  Mike Hawkins
Social Media	 Karson Foster
TPWD		  Blake Thornton
At-Large	 Rick Haness
Webmaster	 Sam Matalone
Vice President  
Secretary
Education                                

THANK YOU!

https://dot.cards/russellhusted


Texas Council Clubs

Club City Website/Email

Abilene Fly Fishers Abilene www.facebook.com/abileneflyfishers 

Aggieland Fly Fishing Club College Station https://www.aggielandff.org/

Alamo Fly Fishers San Antonio www.alamoflyfishers.org 

Austin Fly Fishers Austin www.austinflyfishers.com 

Collin County Fly Fishing Club Wylie www.collincountyflyfishing.org 

Conroe Fly Fishers (PHWFF) Conroe txfritz4134@suddenlink.net

Corpus Christi Fly Fishers Inc Corpus Christi www.lmflyfishers.com 

Dallas Flyfishers Dallas www.dallasflyfishers.org 

Fort Worth Fly Fishers Fort Worth www.fortworthflyfishers.org

Kekoa Outdoors Melissa www.kekoaoutdoors.org

Lone Star Fly Fishers Tyler www.lsffclub.org

Lubbock Fly Fishers Lubbock www.lubbockflyfishers.org 

New Braunfels Fly Fishers New Braunfels www.facebook.com/newbraunfelsflyfishers 

Pineywoods Fly Fishers Lufkin www.pwff.org 

Red River Fly Fishers Sherman www.rrff.org

Rowlett Fishers (PHWFF) Royse City derrick.meis@projecthealingwaters.org

San Gabriel Fly Fishers Georgetown www.sgflyfishers.com

Texas Fly Fishers Houston www.texasflyfishers.org

Texas Hill Country Fly Fishers Fredericksburg thcff.org

Texas Women Fly Fishers Statewide www.twff.net 

Texas A&M Fly Fishing Club College Station getinvolved.tamu.edu/org/flyfishing

	
Note: PHWFF clubs serve only disabled veterans.
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VISIT FLYFISHERSINTERNATIONAL.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Fly fishing guides and outfitters provide valuable services to members of the fly fishing community around 
the world each year. Many Fly Fishers International (FFI) members are guides who provide fresh or salt 
water fishing experiences to their clients. However, many fly fishing guides are not members of the current 
Guides & Outfitters Association or FFI.

The expanded Guides & Outfitters Association is an effective way to establish a program that provides 
its members substantial benefits that include the best industry liability insurance and assist them in 
developing new clients.

It is the mission of FFI to support and protect fly fishing opportunities around the world for “all fish – all 
waters.”  It further is our intent to support members of the Guides & Outfitters Association as ambassadors 
who assist in the achievement of the FFI mission.

BENEFITS:
 » Insurance (United States only)
 » Travel and business programs
 » Access to FFI Learning Center materials
 » Promotion of services through FFI social media and publications

GUIDEs & OUTFITTERS ASSOCIATION

THE FLY FISHERS INTERNATIONAL Guides & Outfitters Association 

IS A COMMUNITY OF MEN AND WOMEN DEDICATED TO PROMOTING AND 

ENHANCING AN ANGLER’S FLY FISHING EXPERIENCE. 



EVERY MEMBER COUNTS AT FFI
FFI members are the cornerstone of our organization, enabling us to achieve our mission.  When you join FFI 
you add your voice to the community of fly fishers working to welcome new people with educational materials, 
and expanding FFI’s impact with our Conservation Partners.  Join today and make a difference with FFI.

If you are a member, we thank you for your support! If you aren’t yet a 
member, please JOIN us TODAY at flyfishersinternational.org/join

EVERY DOLLAR COUNTS AT FFI
We are asking you to step up and make an additional contribution to support our ongoing efforts. You might 
wonder, what are we doing?

• PPrrootteeccttiinngg  tthhee  PPllaacceess  WWee  LLoovvee  ttoo  FFiisshh::  We collaborate with our partners to make sure the voices of fly fishers are
heard on critical issues. Such as Bristol Bay, Okefenokee Swamp, and dam removals on the Columbia
and Snake Rivers.

• DDeevveellooppiinngg  EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  MMaatteerriiaallss::  We create resources to help YOU enhance your skills, including the Fly Casting
Skills Development and the Fly Tying Awards Programs.

• IInnttrroodduucciinngg  NNeeww  FFllyy  FFiisshheerrss  ttoo  tthhee  SSppoorrtt::  We provide essential information for beginners.
Watch for our series coming out in the Summer of 2024 featuring Kayla Lockhart.

We simply cannot do it without YYOOUU.. Please donate today at flyfishersinternational.org/donate

GGiivvee  bbaacckk  tthhee  ssppoorrtt  yyoouu  lloovvee!!

Photo courtesy of Kastine Coleman



1201 US Highway 10 West, Suite D4 
Livingston, MT 59047 
406-222-9369 | www.flyfishersinternational.org 

 
NEW MEMBERSHIP & RENEWAL APPLICATION 

 

 General 1-Year - $35 

 General 3-Years - $90 

 Senior (65+) - $25 * 

 Veteran - $25 * 

 Youth/Student (22 and under) - $20 * 

 Business - $100 * 

 Lifetime - $1000 

 Lifetime Premium - $1500 ** 

 Fly Tying Group 1-Year - $20 

 Fly Tying Group 3-Years - $48.50 

 Fly Tying Group Lifetime - $285 

 FFI Women Connect 1-Year - $20 

 FFI Women Connect 3-Years $50 

__Guides Association 1-Year - $30 

 Guides Association 3-Years - $70 

 Casting Renewal 1-Year - $45 

  Casting Renewal 3-Years - $120 

(Casting Renewal is for certified instructors only) 

 
Printed Copy of the Flyfisher Magazine  US residents - $15/yr  International residents - $25/yr 

(All members have access to our magazine by logging into www.flyfishersinternational.org ) 

NOTE:  -General memberships include spouses, co-habitating partners, and children under 18 years of age. 
-Lifetime memberships include spouses and co-habitating partners. 
-In order to join a specialty group (Guides, Fly Tying, Casting, Women Connect) you must also maintain an FFI 
membership. 

*Membership eligible for up to 3-year purchase (multiply price by number of years) 
**Includes rod of your choice from vendors like Orvis and TFO. 

Membership Number (renewals)    New Member 
 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________  

Business Name (for Business memberships only)    

Business Website   

Street Address / PO Box     

City/State/Zip/   Country   

Email  Phone    

Club Affiliation     

If you are a new member, is there an FFI Club or Council that you would like to receive credit for the Incentive  

Program?  

Total Charge $   Auto Renew?     Yes, I want to save time & resources! 
Credit Card or check # Exp. Date CVV    

More options available 
online. Use device 
camera to open URL. 


